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A young Dominican American girl in New York City moves from jealousy to empathy as her
parents babysit children whose families work overnight shifts in this honest and warm picture
book debut.Night after night, a young girl watches her mami set up a cot in the living room for
guests in their Washington Heights apartment, like Raquel (who's boring) and Edgardo (who
gets crumbs everywhere). She resents that they get the entire living room with a view of the
George Washington Bridge, while all she gets is a tiny bedroom with a view of her sister (who
snores). Until one night when no one comes, and it's finally her chance! But as it turns out,
sleeping on the cot in the living room isn't all she thought it would be.With charming text by Hilda
Eunice Burgos and whimsical illustrations by Gaby D'Alessandro, The Cot in the Living Room is
a celebration of the ways a Dominican American community takes care of one another while
showing young readers that sometimes the best way to be a better neighbor is by imagining how
it feels to spend a night sleeping on someone else's pillow.

From School Library JournalK-Gr 2—The cot in the living room is a source of envy to a young girl
who, in a first-person narration, resents the privileges strangers enjoy in her home. She imagines
it would be fun to have the whole living room to herself, to stay up late, and sneak snacks from
the kitchen. Kids whose caregivers work the night shift are welcomed with tenderness by both of
the girl's parents, yet never accept offers of games or food. It isn't until the girl is allowed to sleep
on the cot herself that she discovers how scary it is, and realizes how it must feel to the visiting
children. And it's not fair that kids have to sleep alone there when the cot fits perfectly between
her bed and her snoring older sister's. As the illustrations show, the young girl can be as
welcoming as her kind parents, making sure that guests feel at home. The Dominican heritage of
both author and illustrator are reflected in the characters pictured. D'Alessandro floods the
pages with soft pastel colors and fills them with details of family life in a city apartment as well as
the girl's swirling fantasies of what she imagines to be her visitors' good fortune. VERDICT An
important message about empathy, delivered with a light and skillful touch.—Jan Aldrich Solow,
formerly Fairfax County Public Sch., VA --This text refers to the hardcover edition.ReviewPraise
for THE COT IN THE LIVING ROOM2022 ALSC Notable Children’s Book2022 NCSS-CBC
Notable Social Studies Trade Books List2022 Bank Street Best Children's Book of the YearA
Junior Library Guild Selection Featured in Parents Latina* “The Cot in the Living Room
beautifully captures the gifts we receive when we open our hearts to others.” -- BookPage,
starred review. "An important message about empathy, delivered with a light and skillful touch." --
School Library Journal"Between clever quilted endpapers, Burgos and D’Alessandro set a
comfy space for readers." --Kirkus Reviews"The final spreads ... illustrate how understanding
can alter a child's perspective. This heartfelt and endearing story should strike a chord with



many." --Booklist"Artwork by D’Alessandro, making her picture book debut, shows the family and
their apartment in clean lines and soft, cotton-candy colors. ... In this story about a tight-knit
urban community by Burgos (Ana María Reyes Does Not Live in a Castle), parents with small
children and tough schedules know they can depend on their neighbors for help. --Publishers
Weekly"If you are looking for titles to enhance lessons about predictions, character point of view,
or empathy building among the students, this is a strong contender." --School Library
Connection"Emotionally honest, child-centered story illuminating an aspect of some working/
working class families’ lives rarely seen in picture books while underscoring the power of
empathy and compassion, and the importance of community." -- Cooperative Children’s Book
CenterAbout the AuthorHilda Eunice Burgos is the author of the middle grade novel Ana María
Reyes Does Not Live in a Castle (Lee&Low). Her parents emigrated from the Dominican
Republic before she was born, and she grew up in Washington Heights as one of four sisters.
She now lives with her family near Philadelphia, where she works as an environmental
lawyer.Gaby D'Alessandro is a Dominican illustrator based in Brooklyn. She attended Altos de
Chavón in the Dominican Republic and moved to New York to complete her degree in Illustration
at Parsons School of Design. Her work has appeared in many publications, and her clients
include The New York Times, the Library of Congress, the Botanical Garden of Padua, and New
York City's MTA. --This text refers to the hardcover edition.Read more
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I wish I could sleep on the cot in the living room.But Mami says it’s for guests. I wish I could
sleep on the cot in the living room.But Mami says it’s for guests.



“What’s so great about that cot?” my sister asks.I lower my voice to a whisper. “It would be so
much fun to have the whole living room to myself! I’d stay up late and play, look at the tiny cars
outside, maybe watch TV and sneak into the kitchen for an extra cookie or a little dulce de
leche.” My sister shakes her head.“I just like to sleep at night.” “What’s so great about that cot?”
my sister asks.I lower my voice to a whisper. “It would be so much fun to have the whole living
room to myself! I’d stay up late and play, look at the tiny cars outside, maybe watch TV and
sneak into the kitchen for an extra cookie or a little dulce de leche.”My sister shakes her head.“I
just like to sleep at night.”

On Friday, I help Mami snap the sheets onto the cot’s comfy mattress. They’re still warm from
the dryer, and they smell like my bubble bath. Mami smooths over the top sheet until there isn’t a
single wrinkle left. She finishes everything off with one of her handmade quilts and our fluffiest
pillow. Boring. She never plays with me.“Who’s coming tonight?” I ask.“Raquel.” On Friday, I
help Mami snap the sheets onto the cot’s comfy mattress. They’re still warm from the dryer, and
they smell like my bubble bath. Mami smooths over the top sheet until there isn’t a single wrinkle
left. She finishes everything off with one of her hand-made quilts and our fluffiest pillow.Boring.
She never plays with me.“Who’s coming tonight?” I ask.“Raquel.”

“Do you like dominoes?” Papi asks.“We can make a maze.”Papi never lets me build with the
good dominoes.Raquel’s dad is working the night shift at the hospital.So she gets to sleep on
the cot in the living room. “Do you like dominoes?” Papi asks.“We can make a maze.”Papi never
lets me build with the good dominoes.Raquel’s dad is working the night shift at the hospital.So
she gets to sleep on the cot in the living room.
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B. Uribe, “My niece loved it!. Beautifully written and gorgeous illustrations!”

SaraKruger, “Beautiful double story. This is a story about a young girl moving from jealousy to
empathy while her ordinary family lives an extraordinary life of helping neighbors, letting kids
sleep over when their parents have emergency situations or just have to work late. There is so
much I love about this story. I love that it makes regularly helping your neighbours seem like a
normal thing. I love that it shows how everyone needs help from time to time. And I love that the
girl gains empathy for the kids that sleep over. She initially is jealous that they get to sleep in the
living room and have a view of the city while she's stuck sharing a room with her snoring sister.
But then she gets a chance to sleep on the guest cot and quickly realizes it's scary to be away
from her sister. The story doesn't have to spell out the connection between her missing her sister
and the kids missing their parents. The reader understands this. And the girl's solution is
incredibly moving in its simplicity. This book belongs on every bookshelf.”

um, “A great book about empathy!. This story is very kid relatable and told through the eyes of a
child experiencing jealousy. A young girl covets the cot in her family's living room, which, is
dedicated on certain nights to help families, without childcare. Parents leave their children in the
care of the child's family while working overnight. What the young girl doesn't realize is the
necessity or significance of the cot. She solely focuses on what she is missing out on. Or that the
cot is a privilege, that she is not afforded. Until finally, one night she spends time on the cot and
realizes the cot and space in the living room is not what she had imagined. In the end, she learns
empathy and to have compassion for the kids, she was jealous of.This is such a great book
about feelings, learning to put oneself in the place of others, told in a very gentle way. It's
definitely a book you'll want to re-read over and over, because it's such a feel good story. This
would be a great addition to any classroom library and for story-times at the library! We highly
recommend this book!”

Alison M, “Hilda Eunice Burgos is a talented storyteller!. When the MC's neighbors' kids have to
stay over because their parents have to work the night shift, all she can see is the positives of
their situation (and how unfair it is to her): the guests get the best view of George Washington
Bridge, the best toys and snacks, free rein of the TV and the living room space, and all of her
parents' attention.It's only until she gets to sleep in the cot in the living room that she
understands how the guests might actually be feeling: uncomfortable, lonely, and scared. From
finally seeing their perspective for the first time, she figures out how to be a good friend and
make the guests feel more at home.One of the hallmarks of a picture book is that the child
should solve the problem on her/his own. Hilda does this artfully — she doesn't have the parents
or older sister come in and solve the problem or share a didactic message about fairness. The
MC figures it out on her own. Hilda Eunice Burgos is a talented storyteller, and I'm looking to



reading her future picture books!”

CMAN, “Great book about kindness and empathy. A young girl longs to spend the night on the
cot in her living room. “Mami says it’s for guests” only, but to the girl the cot symbolizes freedom
and possibilities. When throughout the week neighborhood children take turns spending the
night on the cot, the young girl feels it’s absolutely “not fair” that she doesn’t get to enjoy this
privilege. I love the way the illustrations highlight the girl's jealousy by magnifying the supposed
delight each guest will have spending the night there. But what the main character doesn’t
realize is the fear and discomfort each guest struggles through as they are separated from their
parents who are working the night shift. For them, the cot is a poor substitute for home.When the
young girl finally does gain insight into her guests' loneliness, she finds a creative way to make
them feel like part of the family. Parents and educators searching for themes of compassion and
empathy will find them in this touching picture book.”

Alexandra P., “Sweet, beautiful story. Sometimes, what we want most isn’t all it’s cracked up to
be, and the process of that discovery leads us to something better. In many ways, this is one of
the themes in Burgos' beautiful debut, but it’s more than that—it’s a story of family and
community. I adored this story so much! The text is wonderful, and the illustrations magical. I
love the sense of community and how the young protagonist’s emotional arc shifts. This is a
wonderful story for libraries, classrooms, and gifts!”

Caroline Kusin Pritchard, “A gorgeous, important story for every child reader. This is a moving
story about a child’s journey from jealousy to compassion. The narrator watches on as different
children stay on the cot in her living room because of their parents working night shifts. She is
disgruntled and fantasizes about the special treatment each kid receives, only to realize that
connection is what everyone longs for most. Burgos’ deft writing allows her reader to engage in
the emotional experience of the narrator, and in the process come to the same understanding
and empathy. What a beautiful story that trusts the child reader to sift through complicated topics
like class, judgment/jealousy and community support.”

Erin Treacy Siska, “ Full of Heart!  . This story really touched me. It’s so relatable. It takes a
village to raise children and when you are fortunate enough to have neighbors and family friends
like the kind family featured in this book, you know the kids will be all right! The mom and dad in
this book set a great example for their beautiful Dominican daughters. ”

The book by Hilda Eunice Burgos has a rating of 5 out of 4.6. 29 people have provided
feedback.



Language: English
File size: 9612 KB
Simultaneous device usage: Unlimited
Text-to-Speech: Not enabled
Screen Reader: Supported
Enhanced typesetting: Not Enabled
X-Ray: Not Enabled
Word Wise: Not Enabled
Print length: 40 pages
Lending: Not Enabled

http://www.neutronbyte.com/api/Wa18oYTP/d

